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Case Studies 
 

Introduction and Context Session 

Guardian Holidays. 2018. Music Holidays. Available at 
https://holidays.theguardian.com/music-holidays/  

 

Session 1. The “Birth” of Popular Music under Liberal 
Capitalism 

Boyd, Joe. 2017. How the record industry crisis of 1925 shaped our 
musical world. Available at 
https://www.theguardian.com/music/2017/may/19/american-epic-
arena-bbc4-series-record-industry-crisis-blues-country-pioneers  

 

Session 2. Popular Music during the Golden Age of 
(Organized) Capitalism 

FrenetteCBC, Bratt. 2007. The music industry in the 1950s. Available at 
https ://www.timetoast.com/timelines/the-music-industry-in-the-1950s  

 

Session 3. The Other in Popular Music 

Ellen, Barbara. 2018. Kim Deal: 'Misogyny is the backbone of the music 
industry'. Available at 
https://www.theguardian.com/music/2018/mar/03/kim-deal-breeders-
misogyny-pixies-cobain-rehab  

Funkeson, Kristina. 2005. “The Music Industry from the Perspective of 
Women”. Available at http://freemuse.org/archives/475  

2016. Madonna's Full Acceptance Speech at Billboard Women In Music 
2016. 13 December 2016. Available at 
http://www.billboard.com/video/madonnas-full-acceptance-speech-at-
billboard-women-in-music-2016-7624369  

Sheehan, Rebecca. 2017. “Why We Should Celebrate Bessie Smith and the 
Women Who Created Pop Music”. ABC News, 15 May 2017. Available at 
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-05-15/why-we-should-celebrate-
bessie-smith-women-who-created-pop/8526442  

Turner, Camilla. 2015. “Sexism is Worse in the Music Industry Now Than 
It Was in the 1960s, Says Lulu". The Telegraph, 1 March 2015. Available 
at http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/celebritynews/11443429/Sexism-
is-worse-in-the-music-industry-now-than-it-was-in-the-1960s-says-
Lulu.html  

CRITICAL 
THINKING 
	

Select one of the 
following case 
studies, which draw 
on recent music-
related research and 
news from the 
popular media. 
Research its 
background, and 
explain and 
contextualise the 
key issue(s) and 
theme(s) 
highlighted by the 
case study. 

A case study gives 
you a chance to 
study one aspect of 
a real-world 
problem in detail 
from many different 
viewpoints. At the 
beginning, 
therefore, you need 
to identify a 
problem to solve 
that you derive from 
the case study. 

What do you learn 
about globalization 
through the 
problem that this 
case study raises? 

How does the case 
study relate to the 
broader concepts of 
globalization, 
capitalism, and 
identity? 
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Session 4. Neoliberalism and the Global Music Industry 

2004. “Indie Labels Unhappy with Merger”. Available at 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/entertainment/music/3911491.stm 

2012. Katy Perry and Coty Announce Fragrance Partnership. Available at 
http://www.billboard.com/articles/columns/the-hook/473942/katy-perry-and-coty-announce-
fragrance-partnership-new-perfume  

Barton, Laura. 2014. Latin America: The Music Industry’s New Frontier. 
https://www.theguardian.com/music/2014/jun/19/latin-america-music-industry-new-frontier  

BBC Newsbeat. 2017. “Rihanna overtakes Michael Jackson's top 10 record in America”. BBC, 22 
Feb 2017. Available at http://www.bbc.co.uk/newsbeat/article/39050828/rihanna-overtakes-
michael-jacksons-top-10-record-in-america  

Clifton, Derrick. 2014. “5 Reasons Katy Perry Is Pop Music’s Worst Cultural Appropriator”. MIC, 
1 August 2014. Available at https://mic.com/articles/95444/5-reasons-katy-perry-is-pop-music-
s-worst-cultural-appropriator#.YNr7l4wcP   

Elan, Priya. 2014a. “What Does The Return Of The Celebrity Bindi Mean?”. The Guardian, 15 
April 2014. Available at https://www.theguardian.com/fashion/fashion-
blog/2014/apr/15/return-of-celebrity-bindi-what-does-it-mean   

Elan, Priya. 2014b. “From Katy Perry To Avril Lavigne, Pop Culture Is Peddling Racism”. The 
Guardian, 4 August 2014. Available at 
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2014/aug/04/katy-perry-avril-lavigne-pop-
culture-peddling-racism  

Hann, Michael. 2017. “From Aretha to Beyoncé: The Black Artists Snubbed By The Grammys”. 
The Guardian, 16 February 2017. Available at 
https://www.theguardian.com/music/2017/feb/16/from-aretha-to-beyonce-the-black-artists-
snubbed-by-the-grammys  

Johnston, Maura. 2016. “Sexism on Repeat: How the Music Industry Can Break The Cycle”. The 
Guardian, 22 March 2016. Available at 
https://www.theguardian.com/music/2016/mar/11/music-industry-sexism-kesha-dr-luke-
miles-kane  

Liu, Juliana. 2017. “G.E.M. and the rise of 'China's Taylor Swift'”. BBC, 14 May 2017. Available 
at http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/world-asia-china-39894630/the-rise-of-chinas-taylor-swift  

Lutz, Ashley, 2012. “These 6 Corporations Control 90% of the Media in America”. Business 
Insider, 14 June 2012. Available at http://uk.businessinsider.com/these-6-corporations-control-
90-of-the-media-in-america-2012-6?r=US&IR=T  

Lynskey, Dorian. 2014. “This Means War: Why The Fashion Headdress Must Be Stopped”. The 
Guardian, 30 July 2014. Available at https://www.theguardian.com/fashion/2014/jul/30/why-
the-fashion-headdress-must-be-stopped  

Marsh, Calum. 2015. “Osheaga’s Headdress Ban Shows Festival’s Zero Tolerance For Cultural 
Appropriation”. The Guardian, 17 July 2015. Available at 
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https://www.theguardian.com/culture/2015/jul/17/osheaga-music-festival-headdress-cultural-
appropriation  

Moore, Sam. 2018. Music News. Facebook agrees major new deal with Warner Music. Available 
at https://amp-timeinc-
net.cdn.ampproject.org/c/amp.timeinc.net/nme/news/music/facebook-warner-music-
licensing-deal-2259040?source=dam  

NME News Desk. 2015. “Rihanna on Racism in the Music Industry: ‘It Never Ends’”. NME, 12 
October 2015. Available at http://www.nme.com/news/music/rihanna-64-1209853  

Paris, Mica. 2015. “Why DO So Many Of My Fellow Black Stars Want Whiter Skin? MICA PARIS 
Poses Question As Beyonce Reveals Her Palest Shade Yet”. Mail Online, 23 October 2015. 
Available at http://www.dailymail.co.uk/tvshowbiz/article-3286969/As-Beyonce-steps-palest-
shade-MICA-PARIS-asks-black-stars-want-whiter-skin.html  

PRS for Music. 2010. Most Used Music in Commercials Revealed. Available at 
https://www.prsformusic.com/aboutus/press/latestpressreleases/Pages/Mostusedmusicincom
mercialsrevealed.aspx  

Savage, Mark. 2017. We Break Down Katy Perry's Video for Chained to the Rhythm. Available at 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/entertainment-arts-39042467  

The Guardian. 2016. “Björk on Sexism: ‘Women in Music are allowed to Sing About Their 
Boyfriends’”. The Guardian, 21 December 2016. Available at 
https://www.theguardian.com/music/2016/dec/21/bjork-sexism-open-letter-music-industry-
facebook  

Usher, Sebastian. 2007. Arab Youth Revel in Pop Revolution. Available at 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/europe/6666725.stm  

 

Session 5. Musical Transnationalism 

Boone, Jon. 2017. Pakistan bans hit Bollywood film Raees. Available at 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/feb/07/pakistan-bans-raees-
bollywood-film-shah-rukh-khan  

Mackrell, Judith. 2013. Breakin' Convention and the global fusion of hip-hop dance. 
Available at https://www.theguardian.com/stage/2013/apr/25/breakin-
convention-hip-hop-dance  

Margetson, Richard. 2017. “Arnhem Land artist raps in native language”. Radio 
Darwin Breakfast, broadcast 22 May 2017. Available at 
http://www.abc.net.au/radio/darwin/programs/breakfast/baker-boy-
rapper/8546232  

 

Session 6. Globalization and World Music 
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2000. “Minutes of Meeting Between The Various ‘World Music’ Record Companies And 
Interested Parties, Monday 29th June 1987”. World Music History. Available at 
http://www.frootsmag.com/content/features/world_music_history/minutes/page03.html  

Denselow, Robin. 2007. Rise and Demise of the Bhundu Boys. Available at 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/africa/7022752.stm  

Sisario, Ben. 2006. “Nick Gold, the Musical Matchmaker who Gave Mali the Blues”. New York 
Times, 23 July. Available at 
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/07/23/arts/music/23sisa.html?pagewanted=all&_r=0  

Thomson, Graeme. 2006. Jinxed: the curse of the Bhundu Boys. Available at 
http://www.theguardian.com/music/2006/sep/17/worldmusic  

 

Session 7. The Cool Culture of Neoliberal Capitalism 

Anazia, Daniel. 2015. The Good, The Bad and The Ugly of Nigerian Music Industry. Available at 
https://guardian.ng/features/the-good-the-bad-and-the-ugly-of-nigerian-music-industry/  

Kim, Susanna. 2013. “8 Celebrity Creative Directors: What They Really Do”. ABC News 
(February). Available at http://abcnews.go.com/Business/top-recent-celebrity-creative-directors-
brand-ambassadors/story?id=18492843  

Lamere, Paul. 2009. The Coolness Index. Available at 
https://musicmachinery.com/2009/07/01/the-coolness-index/  

Ramaswamy, Chitra. 2017. Orchestral manoeuvres in the dark: can stealth podcasts make classical 
cool?. Available at https://www.theguardian.com/music/shortcuts/2017/jun/12/stealth-
podcasts-classical-music-radio-3-bbc  

Scrudato, Ken. 2017. Yes, Jazz is Cool. Available at http://bbook.com/nightlife/yes-jazz-is-cool-
a-josh-jacobson-insider-guide-to-the-nyc-scene/  

Sisario, Ben. 2010. “Looking to a Sneaker for a Band’s Big Break”. New York Times, 10 October. 
Available at http://www.nytimes.com/2010/10/10/arts/music/10brand.html  

2014a. “American Cool”. National Portrait Gallery, Exhibition 7 February – 7 September 2014. 
Available at http://npg.si.edu/exhibit/Cool/index.html  

Trammell, Matthew. 2017. The Cool Kids’ “Checkout”. Available at 
https://www.newyorker.com/culture/listening-booth/listening-booth-the-cool-kids-
checkout?google_editors_picks=true  

 

Session 8. Cool Masculinities 

Lewis, John. 2016. The new cool: how Kamasi, Kendrick and co gave jazz a new groove. Available 
at https://www.theguardian.com/music/2016/oct/06/new-cool-kamasi-kendrick-gave-jazz-
new-groove  
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Moore, Sam. 2018. Hinds: “Rock’n’roll is not cool anymore – we feel like we have to save it”. 
Available at http://www.nme.com/news/music/hinds-rock-n-roll-not-cool-anymore-bbc-
interview-2257900  

Penny, Laurie. 2013. We need to talk about masculinity. Available at 
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2013/may/16/masculinity-crisis-men  

Westwood, Tim. 2011. The 10 best hip-hop artists - in pictures. Available at 
https://www.theguardian.com/culture/gallery/2011/nov/20/ten-best-hip-hop-artists  

 

Session 9. Postfeminism as an Ideology of Cool 

Brabazon, Tara. Going Gaga. Available at  
http://www.timeshighereducation.co.uk/story.asp?storycode=411519.   

Freeman, Hadley. 2010. Internet agog for Lady Gaga's provocative video to Telephone. Available 
at http://www.guardian.co.uk/music/2010/mar/12/internet-lady-gaga-provocative-video-
telephone.  

Glynn, Paul. 2018. Hinds: 'Rock 'n' roll is not cool any more'. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/entertainment-arts-43118505  

Siddiqi, Ayesha A. n.d. “Lily Allen’s Anti-Black Feminism”. Noisey. Available at 
https://noisey.vice.com/en_us/article/lily-allen-hard-out-here-ayesha-a-siddiqi  

Snapes, Laura. 2017. How Dua Lipa became the most streamed woman of 2017. Available at 
https://www.theguardian.com/music/2017/dec/05/how-dua-lipa-became-the-most-streamed-
woman-of-2017-new-rules  

 

Session 10. Popular Music in Postdemocracy: Citizenship and Democracy  

Duggins, Alexi. 2017a. “'Stop saying he’s unelectable!' Grime4Corbyn movement moshes for 
Jeremy”. The Guardian, 5 June 2017. Available at 
https://www.theguardian.com/music/2017/jun/05/grime-4-corbyn-vote-for-jeremy-campaign-
grime-music-event-north-london?CMP=share_btn_link  

Geoghegan, Kev and Paul Glynn. 2017. “Music News LIVE: Reaction to Manchester Arena 
attack”. BBC Music, 23 May 2017. Available at 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/events/evfwhn/live/cg6g9r  

Guardian Music. 2017. “Michigan Republicans Consider Kid Rock As Candidate For US Senate”. 
The Guardian, 16 February 2017. Available at 
https://www.theguardian.com/music/2017/feb/16/michigan-republicans-consider-kid-rock-as-
candidate-for-us-senate  

amieson, Amber. 2016. “Pop For Politics: How Candidates Brand Themselves With Music”. The 
Guardian, 1 March 2016. Available at https://www.theguardian.com/music/2016/mar/01/rock-
and-folk-tunes-on-the-campaign-trail  
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Session 11: Feminism, Resistance, and Popular Music 

2016. “Singer Bjork Denounces Sexism in Pop Music Industry”. BBC, 22 December 2016. 
Available at http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-38408266  

Brinkhurst-Cuff, Charlie. 2017. “‘The Album is a Love Letter to Men’: Meet Feminist Supergroup 
Les Amazones d’Afrique”. The Guardian, 10 February 2017. Available at 
https://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2017/feb/20/les-amazones-dafrique-west-african-
supergroup-angelique-kidjo-mariam-nneka  

Desk, Trends. 2017. “WATCH: This Viral Song, ‘God, Rid Us Of Men!’ From Saudi Arabia Is 
The New Feminist Anthem”. Indianexpress, 5 January 2017. Available at 
http://indianexpress.com/article/trending/viral-videos-trending/watch-this-viral-song-god-rid-
us-of-men-from-saudi-arabia-is-the-new-feminist-anthem-of-arab-world-4460318/  

Elizabeth, De. 2017. “Saudi Arabian Women Release Feminist Music Video for ‘Hwages’”. 
TeenVogue, 5 January 2017. Available at http://www.teenvogue.com/story/saudi-arabian-
women-release-feminist-music-video-for-hwages  

Godden, Maryse. 2017. “SAUDI SEXISM SCANDAL. Female Pop Band Spark Outrage in Saudi 
Arabia with Music Video Mocking Donald Trump and Condemning Oppression of Women”. The 
Sun, 4 January 2017. Available at https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/2532206/female-pop-band-
spark-outrage-saudi-arabia-mocking-donald-trump/  

O’Malley, Karie. 2017. “The Saudi Arabian Music Video Featuring Skateboarding Women That’s 
Changing Perceptions”. Elle UK, 4 January 2017. Available at http://www.elleuk.com/life-and-
culture/culture/news/a33229/saudi-arabia-music-video-women/  

Singh, Fran. 2017. “Girls Rock: The All-Female Music Camp Taking a Stand Against Sexism”. The 
Guardian, 3 January 2017. Available at https://www.theguardian.com/music/2017/jan/03/girl-
rock-camp-music-industry-sexism  

 

Session 12: Black and White Nationalism in Popular Music 

2002. Hate Music: Music with a Heart Full of Hatred. Available at 
http://freemuse.org/archives/307  

Mackay, Neil. 2006. White off the Scale. The Guardian. Available at 
http://www.theguardian.com/music/2006/jan/22/thefarright.popandrock  

The Local DE. 2017. “Spelling Mistake triggered Terror Alarm at Germany’s Biggest Music 
Festival”. The Local DE, 14 June 2017. Available at https://www.thelocal.de/20170614/spelling-
mistake-triggered-terror-alarm-at-germanys-biggest-music-festival  

Vanovac, Neda. 2017. “Arnhem Land performer inspiring kids with goal to be first to rap in 
Indigenous language“. ABC News, 24 May 2017. Available at http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-
05-21/arnhem-land-musician-wants-to-be-first-to-rap-in-language/8543752  

 

Concluding Session: After Globalization 
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Hutton, Will. 2008. A short history of capitalism's rise and fall. Available at 
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2008/oct/05/creditcrunch.marketturmoil1  
 
Taintor, Callie, 2004. Chronology: Technology and the Music Industry. Available at 
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/music/inside/cron.html  
 


